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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

CONSULAR SECTION

ISTANBUL-TURKEY
TURKISH MARRIAGE PROCEDURES FOR AMERICANS
All marriages in Turkey must be performed under the authority of the Turkish Civil Code to be legally recognized.  Religious ceremonies do not qualify.  U.S. military personnel are reminded that they may have to obtain the approval of their commanding officers before marrying.  Women who have been previously married, may not remarry within 300 days of the final date of divorce or the death of her husband.  This waiting period can only be waived with a Turkish court decree.  A medical examination is required for the marrying couple.  The examination may be performed in any laboratory or hospital in Turkey.  A valid report of medical examination should include applicant’s blood type and results of blood tests for HIV, Hepatitis B & C, and Syphilis and indicate that the applicant has no contagious diseases.  There is usually a package program at the laboratories for the medical report needed by the Turkish Bureau of Marriages (Evlendirme Dairesi).  

For convenience, a local hospital familiar with United States Consulate General medical examination and report requirements is included below:

American Hospital

Guzelbahce Sokak, No:20, Nisantasi, Istanbul

Tel: (212) 311 2000

Fax: (212) 3112190
INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Obtain an Affidavit of Eligibility to Marry from the American Consulate General, Consular Section.  You will need to present your passport or ID Card, if military.  If you have been married previously, you must also submit an original or a certified copy of your divorce decree.  The fee for notarizing the affidavit of eligibility to marry is $30.00. U.S. Government employees, military members and their dependents are exempt from this fee.  

Go to Affidavit of Eligibility to Marry form.

2.  The Turkish government requires authentication of the American Consular Officer's signature.  Any Monday through Friday between 09:00-12:00 and 14:00-15:30, except holidays, take the notarized Affidavit of Eligibility to Marry to the legal office of the governor (Valilik Hukuk Isleri, Ankara Cad., Cagaloglu, Istanbul, Tel: (212) 522 9789.  The fee for this service is TL 12,300,000 (as of Jan 1, 2004) payable in Turkish Lira (subject to change).

3.  Make three copies of both sides of this affidavit and one copy of the data and photo pages of your passport or ID card, if military.  (They are required in the marriage bureau).

4.  Each person will need to have five photographs, front view, 2x2 inches in size.

5. Each Mayoral District has a marriage bureau.  Learn which district your residence falls and pick up a "Marriage Declaration" form (Evlenme Beyannamesi), from the Marriage Bureau.  Contact information for selected Marriage Bureaus in Istanbul includes: 


The attached English language translation of the marriage declaration form is provided for reference only.  Answers must be recorded on the Turkish language form in Turkish.  Each person should complete in ink two original copies of this form.  

After affixing the pictures, the marriage declaration must be certified by a district alderman (muhtar). 

· When completing the marriage declaration be careful not to make any errant marks.  Neatly cross out any mistakes and initial next to the correction.

· Be sure to note your prior marital history -- single, widowed or divorced.  If widowed or divorced state the exact date of the termination of the marriage including day, month and year. (U.S. Citizen women must obtain a Turkish court Decree of Waiver to be eligible to re-marry within 300 days after the termination of a prior marriage.)

· The applicant’s date of birth should be written as day, month, and year.

6.  Two letter-sized envelopes and postage stamps should be brought during the application.

7.  Depending on your answers, the marriage official may require additional steps to be taken.  For instance, if you stated that you need your future spouse to undergo a medical examination, you may be referred to a health institution for this purpose.  In this case, an appointment for the wedding may be set for after the examination.

8.  As of January 1, 2004, the fee for the marriage without ceremony is TL 31,000,000; with ceremony TL 60,000,000 (weekdays), TL 125,000,000 (weekends until five o’clock), and TL 155,000,000 (weekends between five and seven o’clock).  If the marriage officer performs the marriage ceremony elsewhere the fee is TL 105,000,000. All fees are subject to change.

9.  Two witnesses who are not your close relatives must attend the marriage ceremony.   If your Turkish is limited, an interpreter/translator will be required to assist you in understanding and responding to the marriage officer's questions.  A witness may NOT simultaneously act as an interpreter.  Marriage ceremonies will not be performed within 48 hours of submitting your documents to the marriage bureau. 

10.  Children under the age of 18 old must obtain permission from parents or custodians before they can marry. Names should be written on the marriage declaration and should be certified by the alderman or a notary public. If one parent is deceased, a death certificate from the Birth Registration Office should be brought.  Children under the age of 16 must bring a court decree to be eligible to marry.

11.  If you would like to use your maiden name together with your married name you should complete two original copies of application forms available from the Marriage Bureau at the time of your initial registration.  Gongratulations!

To the Directorate of Vital Statistics at .......

To the Marriage Office at .......................

Photograph                                  Photograph

WOMAN
MAN

Republic of Turkey ID Card No.

Serial No. of Turkish Birth Cert.

First name 

Last name

Father's name

Mother's name

Place of birth

Date of birth

Marital Status

Religion

Citizenship

Citizenship of Other Countries If Applicable

Province, Township where birth records are registered

District, village where birth records are registered

Volume, page and log numbers where birth records are registered

Office where Turkish birth cert. was issued

Cause of issuance-Turkish birth cert., Registration No., Issue date

Yes/No   Do you want a certificate of permission to marry?

(For those who want to marry elsewhere in Turkey) (*)

Yes/No    (For woman, divorced or widow) If 300 days passed since the marriage ended?

Yes/No       Are you and your fiancée related?

Occupation and Education 

As I/we have decided to marry, it is requested that the necessary action be taken.

Signature of the woman:               
Signature of the man:

Address:
                                                Address:       

The above photographs and the signatures belong to the said individuals.

Certified by:  Name and last name:

               Title:

               Signature:                           (Seal)

Director of Vital Statistics

(To be certified by the Marriage Officer, Village/District alderman (Muhtar),

Government Officer of employing office, Notary Public or Consulate)  

STATEMENT OF CONSENT

(Only for persons under 18 years of age)

I hereby grant permission for his/her marriage.

(Woman) Mother (Name-Last Name-Signature)  Father (Name-Last Name-Signature)

Guardian (Name-Last Name-Signature)

(Man) Mother (Name-Last Name-Signature)   Father (Name-Last Name-Signature)

Guardian (Name-Last Name-Signature)

The above photographs and signatures belong to the said individuals.

Certified by:  Name and Last Name:

               Title:

               Signature:                      (Seal)

Director of Vital Statistics

(To be certified by the Marriage Officer, Village/District alderman (Muhtar),

Government Officer of employing office, Notary Public or Consulate)

(*)  The parties whose names and identities are written above will be able to marry in the presence of competent authorities within six months, effective the date below.

Seal                       Date and Signature         

Last Updated January 04






Beyoglu Belediyesi 


Evlendirme Dairesi





Genclik Parki Ici


Taksim, Istanbul


Tel: (212) 243-2295





� HYPERLINK "http://www.beyoglu-bld.gov.tr" ��http://www.beyoglu-bld.gov.tr�














Besiktas Belediyesi 


Evlendirme Dairesi





Ihlamurdere Caddesi Migros Ustu


Besiktas, Istanbul 


 Tel: (212) 260-6497





� HYPERLINK "http://www.besiktasbelediyesi.org" ��http://www.besiktasbelediyesi.org�	





Sisli Belediyesi 


Evlendirme Dairesi





Kucuk Ciftlik Luna Park Karsisi


Macka, Istanbul


Tel: (212) 248-1069 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kecioren-bld.gov.tr" ��http://www.sisli-bld.gov.tr�








Kadikoy Belediyesi 


Evlendirme Dairesi





Sogutlucesme Tren Istasyonu Karsisi


Sogutlusecme, Istanbul


Tel: (216) 418-4893 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kadikoy-bld.gov.tr" ��http://www.kadikoy-bld.gov.tr�








